
 

SKILFUL GEOGRAPHERS Symbol = something that represents or 
stands for something else 

 

Ordnance Survey is the name of 

the national mapping agency 

for Great Britain. They only 

produce maps of Great Britain. DIRECTION CAN BE SHOWN USING A 4, 8 OR 16 POINT COMPASS 

GRID REFERENCES- WHAT ARE THEY? 

Grid references define locations on maps using 
coordinates (numbered squares). These squares 
can be used to give a place a grid reference. 
 

 How to work out a 4 

figure grid reference 

Important:  

Go along the bottom and then 
up the side 

 Along the corridor 
and up the stairs 

 Crawl before you 
stand 

 

 

What is the 4 figure grid 

reference for this square?

____ ____  , ____ ____

Imagine this square split into 100 

smaller squares
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4 figure grid references 

 

THE 4 FIGURE GRID REFERENCE 

FOR THE CAVE WOULD BE 3842 

HOW TO WORK OUT A 6 FIGURE GRID 

REFERENCE 

7725 

6 FIGURE GRID REFERENCES ARE USED TO GIVE 

A MORE EXACT LOCATION. SO THE 6 FIGURE 

GRID REFERENCE FOR WOULD BE 

772259 

THE 6 FIGURE GRID REFERENCE FOR  

 WOULD BE  777258 

 

What is 

scale? 

 

SCALE CAN ALSO BE 

SHOWN ON MAPS 

AS A RATIO SUCH AS 

1:25000 OR 1:50000 

1:25,000  

1 cm = 25,000 cm 

1 cm = 25,000 cm = 250 m 

1 cm = 25,000 cm = 250 m = 0.25 km 
 

MEASURING DISTANCE 

THERE ARE 2 WAYS TO MEASURE DISTANCE. 

THESE ARE, 

 IN A STRAIGHT LINE OR ‘AS THE 

CROW FLIES’ 

 BY FOLLOWING A WINDING 

ROUTE 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=JdWXNUVp&id=480C24490421F9064D81AFC5C6D7EADF47256D72&thid=OIP.JdWXNUVpHZ11NgYkTIia4gHaGi&mediaurl=http://www.birkenheadseascouts.org.uk/training/img/picnic.gif&exph=75&expw=85&q=os+symbol+picnic&simid=608027649085342914&selectedIndex=3

