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	1. Introduce and give and your opinions …                          

	Tip: You will have to give your opinions A LOT so you need to use a wide variety of expressions confidently …

Make sure you can do positive, negative, in between AND say what other people think! 

	              PHRASE
	MEANING
	   STAR  FACTOR

	Selon moi c’est/ ils sont … 
	In my opinion it is/ they are …
	**

	Je crois que / je pense que 
	I think that … 
	**

	À mon avis / Il me semble que 
	The way I see it/ It seems to me that …
	***

	En ce qui me concerne
	As far as I am concerned 
	***

	Ils disent que…
	They say that …
	****

	Il/elle croit que / il/elle pensé que … 
	He/ she thinks that 
	***

	Ça peut être …
	It can be …
	***

	Je sais que … 
	I know that … 
	***

	+
	J’aime / j’adore / je préfère..
	I like/ I love/ I prefer …
	*

	
	j’apprécie 
	I like …
	**

	
	Je me passionne pour… 
	I’m passionate about …
	***

	
	Je m’intéresse à
	I’m interested in … 
	**

	
	Ce que j’aime le plus/moins c’est 
	What I like the most/least about is … 
	****

	+/-
	Ça m’est égal
	I don’t mind/ it’s all the same to me 
	***

	
	Cela ne me dérange pas
	I’m not bothered / I don’t care 
	***

	-
	Je déteste … 
	I hate …
	*

	
	Je ne supporte pas 
	I can’t stand … 
	***

	
	Je n’aime pas du tout
	I don’t like at all … 
	**

	
	Cela m’enerve
	It annoys me 
	***

	
	Cela m’ennuie
	It bores me 
	***

	
	Ce que je déteste de 
	What I hate about … 
	****
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1. I think that playing football is fun however they say that it can be boring

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. I’m interested in cinema because I’m fascinated by films. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. I can’t stand playing tennis, the way I see it sports are all the same to me. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
4. My mum thinks that reading is interesting however my brother says that books are boring. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What I like the most is to go shopping with my friends because I’m passionate about it. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What I hate about swimming is that in my opinion it is really tiring. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

	2.  Use intensifiers and a variety of adjectives …                          

	Tip:  These make your comments and opinions better. Remember not to over-use the most common words … 

	WORD
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	très
	very
	*

	Absolument /  vraiment
	absolutely/  really/ truly
	***

	trop
	too
	***

	beaucoup
	a bit/ a lot
	**

	assez
	quite
	**

	+
	génial/ magnifique/ excellent 
	great … 
	**

	
	Passionnant / formidable
	exciting/ thrilling
	***

	
	Amusant / marrant / rigolo / drôle 
	fun/ funny/ amusing 
	**

	
	spéciale / exceptionnel/ incroyable 
	unusual/ exceptional/ incredible 
	***

	
	Merveilleux / extraordinaire 
	marvellous/ amazing
	***

	
	Impressionnant/ Cool / super
	awesome/ cool
	***

	
	pratique/ utile/ important
	practical/ useful/ important
	**

	
	Cela me rend heureux / mieux à 
	It makes me happy/ better at … 
	****

	
	Cela améliore mon/ma/mes…. 
	it improves my …  
	****

	
	C’était génial/ je me suis bien amusé!
	It was great/ I had a great time!
	****

	-


	nul/ mauvais
	rubbish/ bad
	*

	
	Fatigant/ épuisant
	tiring
	***

	
	Ennuyeux / Barbant 
	boring
	***

	
	difficile/ dur/ compliqué
	difficult/ hard/ complicated 
	**

	
	inutile / inconfortable/ moche
	useless/ uncomfortable/ ugly 
	**

	
	Cela me stresse
	It stresses me out
	***

	
	Que c’est désagréable!
	How dreadful!
	****

	
	Je ne me suis pas bien amusé
	I did not enjoy myself
	****
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	3. Use clever, higher level connectives to extend & contrast …                           

	Tip:  Obviously the more you say/write, the more marks you may get – remember that you can’t lose marks for getting something wrong, but gain them for everything decent .…SO LINK YOUR LANGUAGE TOGETHER!

	WORD
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	et/ aussi/ mais 
	and/ also/ but
	*

	De plus 
	furthermore 
	**

	Cependant / pourtant 
	however
	**

	En revanche/ d’autre côté
	on the other hand
	***

	Même si  / bien que / malgré le fait que 
	[image: image11.png]


although/ even though/ despite the fact that
	****

	Non seulement … mais aussi 
	not only… but also … 
	***

	Donc  / par conséquent 
	therefore
	****

	Parce que / car / vu que / puisque 
	because
	* / **


1. From my point of view playing videogames is not only exciting but also it improves my coordination. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. I like to dance because even though it can be very tiring, it seems to me that it improves my health.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. I think that watching TV is a bit boring therefore yesterday I went to the cinema, I had a great time!  

__________________________________________________________________________________________
4. I can’t stand to play golf because it annoys me, furthermore they say that it is really difficult.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What I hate about maths is that it stresses me out because it’s hard even though I know that it’s important.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

	4. Use time phrases followed by the correct tense …                          

	Tip:  A key element of achieving at least a Grade C in your speaking and writing is to use a VARIETY of tenses. Add time markers to improve your phrases and let the examiner know you know which tense you are in! 

	WORD
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	PRESENT
	normalement/ généralement 
	normally/ generally/ usually 
	**

	
	Parfois / de temps en temps
	Sometimes/ from time to time
	***

	
	Les weekends 
	at the weekends  
	**

	
	Après le collège   
	after school  
	***

	
	Maintenant   
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now
	**

	
	Tous les jours 
	Everyday
	**

	
	Toujours 
	All the time
	***

	
	Quand j’ai envie de 
	When I feel like 
	****

	PAST
	hier 
	Yesterday  
	**

	
	Le weekend dernier 
	Last weekend
	**

	
	La semaine  dernière
	Last week  
	**

	
	Quand j’étais plus petit…
	When I was younger 
	****

	FUTURE

	à l’avenir / dans le futur
	In the future
	**

	
	Le weekend prochain
	Next weekend
	**

	
	L’année qui vient 
	Next year 
	**

	
	La semaine prochaine 
	Next week 
	**

	
	Quand je serai plus agé
	When I am older 
	****
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5. Know key verbs in all tenses. Try to use sentences containing more than one tense!

	Tip:  Using a variety of tenses correctly improves your range of language.  

	IMPERFECT
	PRETERITE
	PRESENT
	FUTURE
	CONDITIONAL

	J’allais   (I used to go)
	Je suis allé  (I went)
	Je vais   (I go)
	J’irai   (I will go)
	J’irais  (I would go)

	J’avais (I used to have)
	J’ai eu   (I had)
	J’ai  (I have)
	J’aurai  (I will have)
	J’aurais  (I would have)

	Je faisais   (I used to do)
	J’ai fait (I did)
	Je fais (I do)
	Je ferai   (I will do)
	Je ferais  (I would do)

	Je jouais (I used to play)
	J’ai joué  (I played)
	Je joue  (I play)
	Je jouerai   (I will play)
	Je jouerais  (I would play)

	J’étais (I used to be)
	-
	Je suis   (I am)
	Je serai   (I will be)
	Je serais  (I would be)

	J’aimais (I used to like)
	J’ai aimé (I liked)
	J’aime (I like)
	J’aimerai (I will like)
	J’aimerais (I would like)

	C’était  (it used to be)
	Il a été  (it was)
	C’est  (it is)
	Ce sera  (it will be)
	Ce serait  (it would be)

	Il y avait  (there used to be)
	-
	Il y a  (there is)
	Il y aura (there will be)
	Il y aurait  (there would be)
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1. When I was younger I used to play tennis all the time, but now I play football. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Last weekend I went to the cinema, I had a great time because the film was really interesting. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. When I am older I would like to have a family because it would be marvellous. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Last year I went to Italy and even though it was a bit tiring I did swimming and surfing. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Next weekend I will go to the park where I will play football with my friends, it will be awesome.    

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6. When I feel like it I go to the gym, but I used to go to the swimming pool despite the fact that it was expensive. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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	6. Make more complex phrases with subordinate clauses … 

	Tip:  Relative pronouns or the word ‘where’ can easily replace a noun or connective to make a much more complex phrases … always think to extend your phrase and add it more information! 

	WORD
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	qui
e.g.  J’habite à Redcar, qui se trouve près de la plage
e.g.  J’ai un frère, qui s’appelle Dave
	which/ who 
e.g. I live in Redcar, which is near to the beach
e.g. I went with my friend, who is called Dave
	***

	que
e.g. j’ai un stylo, que j’aime beaucoup
	that
e.g. I have a pen, that I like a lot
	***

	où
e.g. je suis allé en ville où j’ai fait des courses
e.g. il y a un salon  où on peut regarder la télé 
	where
e.g. I went to town where I went shopping
e.g. there is a lounge where you can watch TV
	**


1. Last week I went to the cinema where I saw a film which is called Star Wars. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. I have a mobile phone which I use every day to contact my friends. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. In my school there is a canteen where you can eat which is really big.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________

	7. Use ambitious and clever structures:            a) Infinitive constructions … 

	PHRASE
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	pour … / afin de…
e.g.  afin d’améliorer mon français
	In order to + infinitive 

e.g. in order to improve my French 
	***

	Après avoir/ être + infinitive

e.g. après être allé au cinéma … 
         après avoir fait du shopping 
	After … (+ing)

e.g. after going to the cinema …
        after having done (the) shopping 
	****

	Avant de + infinitive

e.g. avant de manger 
	Before … (+ing)

e.g. before eating … 
	****

	Je viens de + infinitive

e.g. je viens de voir un film
	I have just/ recently … 

e.g. I have just seen a film … 
	****

	J’ai besoin de… + infinitive
e.g. j’ai besoin de me concentrer
	I need to

e.g. I need to concentrate
	

	J’essaie de + infinitive 

e.g. j’essaie de manger sainement
	I try to

e.g. I try to eat healthily 
	***

	J’évite + infinitive

e.g. j’évite boire du coca
	I avoid … (+ing)

e.g. I avoid drinking coca cola
	***



1. In order to earn money, I need to study and work hard.  
________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Before eating in the restaurant we went to the park in order to play football. 
________________________________________________________________________________________

3. After doing my homework I am going to surf the net and chat to my friends.   

________________________________________________________________________________________
4. I have just been to France on holiday, however I had a dreadful time.   

________________________________________________________________________________________

	7. Use ambitious and clever structures:      b) Different types of negative … 

	PHRASE
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	ne… pas de
Goes around the verb  
	not
	**

	Ne… jamais 
Goes around the verb  
	not/ never 
	***

	ni … ni  …  

e.g. je n’aime pas ni le fromage ni le jambon 
	neither … nor … 

e.g. I neither like cheese nor ham
	***

	Ne… plus
e.g. je ne mange plus de chocolat  
	no longer 

e.g. I no longer eat chocolate  
	****



1. I don’t have a computer therefore I never go online at home.  
________________________________________________________________________________________

2. I neither like to read nor go for a walk.  
________________________________________________________________________________________

3. I no longer drink alcohol therefore I would never go to a bar.    

________________________________________________________________________________________
	7. Use ambitious and clever structures:    c) Comparatives and superlatives …  

	PHRASE
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	plus … que 
	more … than  
	***

	moins … que 
	less … than 
	***

	aussi … que … 
	(just) as … as 
	***

	Ce qui est bien/mal est… 
	the good/ bad thing is that … 
	****

	Le mieux/le pire c’est 
	The best/ worst thing about … 
	****

	Le/la plus/moins + adjective

e.g. le lit le plus confortable
       la chaise la moins confortable  
	The most/ least + adjective

e.g. the most comfortable bed

        the least comfortable chair
	****



1. I think that my house is bigger than my friend’s house even though it has less bedrooms. 
________________________________________________________________________________________

2. I love chocolate; the good thing is that it is sweet however the worst thing is that it’s unhealthy.   
________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Last year I went to Greece and it was just as amazing as the USA because I saw the most wonderful views.  
________________________________________________________________________________________
	7. Use ambitious and clever structures:    d) Exclamations!!!

	PHRASE
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	Quelle ennui!
	What a nuisance!  
	***

	Quelle barbe!
	What a drag! 
	***

	Quelle dommage!
	What a pity! 
	***

	Quelle horreur!
	How revolting/ disgusting! 
	***

	Quelle surprise!
	What a surprise!  
	***


	7. Use ambitious and clever structures:    e) Subjunctive phrases … 

	PHRASE
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	Pour autant que je me souvienne
	As far as I remember
	****

	Pour autant que je sache
	As far as I know
	****

	Quel que soit le prix à payer
	Whatever the cost
	****

	Quoi que nous fassions
	Whatever we do
	****

	Quoi qu’il se passe
	Whatever happens
	****

	Quoi qu’il en soit
	Be that as it may
	****



1. As far as I know, my dad is going to visit my grandma at the weekend. What a drag! 
________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Whatever happens in the summer, I would like to go to university to study science. 
________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Whatever we do, it isn’t good enough for my mum. She makes me help all the time. What a nuisance!    
________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  I can’t stand vegetables – how revolting! Be that as it may I know that they are good for my health. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
	7. Use ambitious and clever structures:    f) Si clauses + if only … 

	PHRASE
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	Si je gagne / si je peux ...  
	If I win/ can … 
	****

	Si je pouvais  + conditional 
	If I could … 
	****

	Si je devais (choisir) + conditional
	If I had to (choose) … 
	****

	Si seulement j’avais plus d’argent/de temps … + conditional
	If only I had more money/ time … 
	****

	Si j’étais riche / responsable … + conditional
	If I were rich/ in charge …  
	****

	Si cela était possible … + conditional
	If it were possible … 
	****




1. If I could, I would change the garden in my house because I think it’s too small.  
________________________________________________________________________________________

2. If only I were in charge, there would be no rules. How exciting!  
________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  If I could choose, I would prefer to live in Greece because it’s hotter than England. 
________________________________________________________________________________________
	8. Use idioms and idiomatic expressions … 

	PHRASE
	    MEANING
	  STAR FACTOR

	C’est la vie!
	That’s life !
	***

	J’étais vanné(e)
	I was shattered 
	****

	À vrai dire
	To tell you the truth
	****

	J’étais aux anges!
	I was over the moon!
	****

	Je serai aux anges!
	I’ll be over the moon!
	****

	C’était la barbe!
	It was so boring!
	****

	Quelle horreur / catastrophe!
	What a nightmare!
	****

	J’étais rouge comme une tomate
	I was as red as a tomato

(lobster! i.e. sunburnt)
	****

	J’avais une faim de loup
	I was famished
	****

	Je m’ennuyais à mourir!
	I was bored to death!
	****

	J’en avais marre / J’avais le cafard
	I was fed up / grumpy

(Lit: I had the cockroach!)
	****


Extra:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Practise using these key types of word and clever phrases so that you can really impress the examiner in your controlled assessments. 


The ‘star factor’ is just a guide to how impressive/ different they are.


REMEMBER variety is the spice of life!!!
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SPEAKING


It’s a short exam – you must try to squeeze in as much impressive stuff as possible.


PREPARATION, PREPARATION, PREPARATION!!!! Practice makes perfect, so put loads of time into preparing your presentations to improve fluency & accuracy.


Aim for really accurate pronunciation – try to sound like a real Spanish person.


Remember rules about pronunciation, e.g. ‘j’ = ‘h’ sound. 


Speak confidently and with little hesitation (see AQA assessment criteria!)


Be really clear when talking in the past and future – the examiner MUST be able to hear you say all parts of the expression. 


Vary your intonation – don’t sound like a robot.


Quality, not quantity – aim to ‘nail’ a few amazing phrases, instead of getting a few only half-right – this will give you loads of confidence.


Use “ademas” or “por ejemplo” to introduce tenses, or to elaborate on what you say.


Remember the ‘rule of 3’ – include at least three pieces of information.








WRITING


See ‘Speaking’ advice – many of the tips are the same!


Don’t forget accents - you’ll lose marks if you miss them.


Plan your work carefully in paragraphs and ‘narrate’ it.


Aim to describe past, present and future events with lots of opinions and reasons.


You can use a dictionary sparingly, but only check individual words, genders etc  


using them to translate whole sentences causes problems.








