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• This SYSTEM is often known as a OPEN 
LOOP SYSTEM

• The INPUT directly controls the OUTPUT
• The OUTPUT cannot influence the INPUT
• A room heater remains on until it is 

manually switched off regardless of the 
temperature.

All SYSTEMS have an INPUT, PROCESS, OUTPUT
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• A CLOSED LOOP SYSTEM is able to make 
a decision using FEEDBACK usually from 
a sensor

• The OUTPUT can influence the INPUT
• A room heater may be switched On or 

OFF when it reaches a certain 
temperature. The sensor here is the 
THERM0STAT.
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