Tibshelf Community School
Doe Hill Lane

Tibshelf

Alfreton

DE5S5 5L.Z

17t January 2025

Dear Parents / Carers

First of all, | would like to wish you all a happy new year and best wishes for a wonderful year ahead. It was a challenging
start back to the term as we faced snow, ice, freezing temperatures and difficult driving conditions. However, | would like to
thank everyone who made great efforts and our students who acted with maturity and community spirit to ensure we were
able to safely return to school and have a positive week. | would like to thank staff for their efforts and professionalism. Many
staff travel from further afield and had challenging journeys all week to ensure they were in school delivering high quality
provision for our students. Clearing and managing a site in those conditions can be difficult and all staff were fantastic in
helping out, showing amazing community spirit and resilience. As we head towards spring, | sincerely hope that we do not
see another period of inclement weather.

The spring term is always a busy and focussed time in our academic year. Our year 11 cohort have started their pre-public
exams and we are proud of how hard they are all working. Exams can present many challenges for students, and it is vital
that they experience the rigours of the system in a supportive and safe environment as they prepare for their final months at
Tibshelf Community School. The results of these PPEs will enable us to celebrate strengths and to sharply focus their
learning in the coming weeks. We also look forward to our year 8 cohort beginning their option journey as they move towards
year 9. | have outlined some key dates for your diary below and look forward to seeing many of you in attendance at these
important events.

Many of you will have seen the emergence of the new building over the past 8 months. We are very excited as we approach
the final weeks of the project and very much looking forward to the handover of our new classrooms. This will provide much
needed classroom capacity to our school in four new classrooms for students to learn in. Please do head over to our social
media platforms where you can see some recent pictures and updates of the building. We will share further news in the
coming weeks as we finalise the completion date and host our official ‘opening’ of the building.

Finally, | would like to remind all members of the community about their responsibilities when attending the school site. In
particular, the issues we experience at the end of the school day with vehicles moving whilst we dismiss the students from
school are a current concern. We do not allow parents to enter the school site to collect students at the end of the day. This
applies to vehicles and pedestrians. Only taxis and a small number of agreed passes for parents should be on the site.
Please ensure that you do not arrange to wait in the car park for your child, nor should you use the car park (or entrance to
the car park) as a convenient turning circle at this time. Please remember that the risk of injury is to the students themselves
and we need to ensure safety for all those students when leaving site.
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Dates for your diary

Wic 20t January Week 2 pre-public exams (Year 11)
Tuesday 25" February Year 8 Options evening

Tuesday 4t March Year 8 Parents evening

Tuesday 18" March Year 10 Parents evening

Yours Sincerely

=

Lucie Wainwright
Headteacher
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